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February 15, 2023 

 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Our entire Richmond Schools community is deeply saddened by the horrific and tragic events 
that occurred at Michigan State University on Monday night. On behalf of the entire Richmond 
family, I want to extend my most heartfelt condolences to the families of the students who 
were victims of this senseless violence. During this difficult time, our thoughts remain with the 
Michigan State University community who were impacted by Monday’s devastating events. 
 
We understand news of this nature can be difficult for both parents and students. Please know 
that your student’s safety and well-being remain our number one priority. Like all school 
districts, Richmond is committed to creating a safe school environment where students can 
learn and grow. This district’s Director of Athletics, Facilities, and School Safety continues to 
provide guidance to buildings and the importance of reviewing crisis management protocol 
with staff and students. All teachers, as they see appropriate based on the age of the students 
they teach, will review our crisis management procedures with students. We want to make sure 
students and staff are prepared should a situation occur. 
 
To that end, we wanted to remind you of the various safety protocols we have in place to 
protect students and staff. Our safety measures include a comprehensive Crisis Management 
Plan adopted by all 21 Macomb County school districts and law enforcement agencies that 
serve them, active shooter protocol that mirrors the Run-Hide-Fight training used at Michigan 
State University, full-time social workers and counselors to support the mental health needs of 
our students, the ability of the Richmond Police Department to access school cameras in an 
emergency, and the daily presence of a School Resource Officer through a partnership with the 
Richmond Police Department – just to name a few.  
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With everything going on in society today, from the tragic incident at Michigan State University 
to the social-emotional well-being of students to adolescents figuring out who they are, often 
students may need counseling support to help them process life.  While the district’s highly 
qualified counselors and social workers are available, life’s issues do not always occur during 
normal school hours and on school days. The district continues to offer FREE counseling 
services for preK-12 grade students through CARE of Southeast Michigan. Counseling services 
may be accessed by parents/guardians, or students 14 and older, by calling (586) 541-CARE 
(2273).  Each Richmond student receives up to five (5) FREE counseling sessions, per topic.  
When parents/guardians (or students 14 and older) call, tell the operator you are from 
Richmond Community Schools and their trained staff will connect your family with an 
appropriate counselor. 
   
Finally, it is important to continue to speak to your children and urge them to reach out to 
school officials directly or through the State of Michigan’s Okay2Say tip line at (855) 565-2729 
or OKAY2SAY@mi.gov if they hear of any potentially dangerous situations.  As you talk with 
your child, consider using the FREE CARE COUNSELING RESOURCES if you notice your child 
becoming anxious or nervous about returning to school. 
 
Do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s principals should you or your child need support. 
We remain committed to working together as a community to ensure learning takes place in a 
safe environment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian J. Walmsley, Ed.S. 
Superintendent 
 
 
Attachment:  Parent Guidelines for Helping Youth After the Recent Shooting 
  Talking to Children About Violence Tips for Parents and Teachers 
 


